
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

TENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2021 

TODAY IS THE SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST 

 

 

Masses this Weekend for Public Attendance  
(booking essential) and on Zoom 

Saturday 5th June at 6.00pm and Sunday, 6th June at 10.00am 

Zoom ID: 4121558063, Password: JESUS 

 

 

Services Monday to Friday: Mass of the Day at 9.30am, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 3.00pm, 

Rosary at 9.00pm. All of these services are available via the Zoom app, joining details as for Sunday mass 

above.   
Anniversaries and Special Intentions – Please join us in prayer. 

We pray for the repose of the soul of Barbara Lee, who died recently, and all deceased parishioners, relatives 

and friends, including especially Edward Roach, James Harrison, Jacques Viollet and Richard James 

Walsh, whose anniversaries occur this week. ‘Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.’ 

Let us also keep in our prayers parishioners, family members and friends who are sick, either at home, in care 

homes or in hospital. We pray especially for Tony Glynn and family, Jack Walshe, Fr Martin’s great nephew, 

Reuben, his parents and wider family, Anita Murray and Freddie Martin and family. ‘Heal your servants 

Lord who are sick and who put their trust in you. Bring them help and comfort from your holy place. Amen.’  

In Ordinary Time, up to September, please pray for the following Special Intentions:  A Deeper 

Understanding Between Christians and Jews; Those Who Suffer Persecution; Oppression and Denial of Human 

Rights; Europe; Human Life and Seafarers (see item on Stella Maris below). 

 

Another Anniversary: On Tuesday 8th June Fr Martin Riley, our former parish priest, celebrates 47 years in 

the priesthood. Let us all give thanks for the wonderful service he gave both to us here at the Sacred Heart and 

to so many others over the years.  “Gratias ago tibi et vota!” 
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The Pope’s Invitation to Pray 

Throughout June Pope Francis asks us to reflect on the Beauty of Marriage and to pray especially for young 

people preparing for the sacrament as follows: ‘Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage 

with the support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.’ 

 

Some thoughts on the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 

On Friday we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Officially part of the liturgical calendar since 1856, though with much earlier 

roots, it is one of the greatest devotions of Christianity. The Sacred Heart 

stands as a powerful symbol of the whole human body of Jesus Christ. The 

heart is at its core, representing the very real life of Jesus our Saviour; a heart 

which was formed in Mary’s womb; a heart which beat as he preached the 

Good News and healed the sick; a heart that stopped on the cross and was then 

pierced by the soldiers lance. It is also the heart that beat once more at the 

Resurrection and continues to do so for us today. 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is therefore a powerful reminder of the love of Christ poured out for us all. It is at 

once a representation of His divine love and His human love. In the Sacred Heart we see the love of God which 

created the heavens and the earth; a love which created humankind and then redeemed us in our fallen nature. 

But the Sacred Heart is also one of fully human love; one which expressed itself in the love of Jesus for His 

Mother; the love of Jesus for His disciples, and the love which He showed for all He preached to and cared for. 

It was a love that was able to forgive those who nailed Him to a cross. 

If we sometimes feel disconnected from the overwhelming, and frankly incomprehensible, divine love which 

created us and sustains us, then the Sacred Heart serves to remind us of all the human heart is capable of. It was 

this human heart of Christ which loved to its fullest extent and which rebukes us for our lack of love toward 

God and neighbour. It is a heart which can teach us that, through grace, we too are capable of loving God, 

ourselves and others to a degree which we may have thought impossible. As we read in our second reading 

today; the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 

us (Romans 5:5). 

We often reject this love of God and have done so throughout our 

human history. But the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus does not 

cease upon rejection; it loves all the more. When the soldier pierced 

Christ’s side, His heart did not close but instead opened, and out 

flowed the blood and water of our redemption. It is the great mystery 

of this total and reckless love of Christ for us, and the invitation to 

share in it and love in return, which marks devotion to the Sacred 

Heart. We are called to love as totally and recklessly as Him who gave His life for us. Courtesy of Graham 

Hunt OP at www.english.op.org. 

 



Celebrations this week – saintly  poets and hearts full of love 

9th June: St. Ephrem, called “the Harp of the Holy Spirit,” is the great classic Doctor of the Syrian church. As 

deacon at Edessa, he vigorously combated the heresies of his time, and to do so more effectively wrote poems 

and hymns about the mysteries of Christ, the Blessed Virgin and the saints. He had a great devotion to Our 

Lady. He was a commentator on Scripture and a preacher as well as a poet, and has left a considerable number 

of works, which were translated into other Eastern languages as well as into Greek and Latin. He died in 373.  

St Columba or Colm Cille, was born in Gartan (Co. Donegal) about 521 and died at Iona (Scotland) in 597. He 

was of royal lineage, and studied under Finnian of Moville and Finnian of Clonard. Before leaving Ireland as an 

‘exile for Christ’, he had founded monasteries at Derry, Durrow, and possibly Kells. His principal foundation 

was Iona, from where he converted much of Western Scotland, and his followers took the Gospel to northern 

England. He was renowned as a poet and scribe as well as a spiritual guide. In Gaelic literature, he appears as 

Ireland’s most popular saint, noted for his great personal love of all creatures, human and animal. (Courtesy of 

the liturgyoffice.com) 

11th June: The Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus (see above).  

12th June: In the midst of the Second World War Pope Pius XII put the whole world under the special 

protection of our Saviour’s Mother by consecrating it to her Immaculate Heart, and in 1944 he decreed that in 

the future the whole Church should celebrate the feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. This is not a new 

devotion. In the seventeenth century, St. John Eudes preached it together with that of the Sacred Heart; in the 

nineteenth century, Pius VII and Pius IX allowed several churches to celebrate a feast of the Pure Heart of 

Mary. Pius XII instituted today’s feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary for the whole Church, so as to obtain 

by her intercession “peace among nations, freedom for the Church, the conversion of sinners, the love of purity 

and the practice of virtue” (Decree of May 4, 1944). Courtesy of catholicculture.org except as stated. 

 
Stella Maris – returning the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in support of seafarers from across the globe 

Here is an extract from the Chaplain’s 2021 diary section of the Stella 

Maris website. It gives an indication of how they are helping seafarers 

from all over the world with practical and spiritual support.  

February Port: Tees (North-east England): Crew members from the MV 

Kaszuby bulk carrier ship were chatting to our chaplain for Tees and 

Hartlepool, Deacon Peter Barrigan, and mentioned that their next port of 

call was in Finland, where temperatures were forecast to be heading down to -17c!  Deacon Peter said that he 

had a supply of warm clothing from woolly hats to woolly socks and everything in between and they were 

welcome to it. The two crew members said they would be happy to accept the items, but could they also take 

some for other crew members, to which the answer was of course, “Yes, help yourselves!”. Peter gave them the 

gifts, including a welcome/welfare pack, which had been prepared by a Stella Maris volunteer, and the crew 

were very appreciative. Ports: Glasgow, Greenock and Grangemouth: Elsewhere, in February, Deacon Joe 

O’Donnell was able to distribute some gifts for crew members of the ‘Azamara Journey’ cruise ship, berthed in 

Glasgow. Deacon Joe also handed rosaries, medals and prayer cards to crew of the ‘Elbspirit’ container ship, 



who were in Greenock. And whilst paying a visit to the ‘Ragna’ container ship docked at Grangemouth, Joe 

was also able to give one of the cooks onboard a rosary and prayer card.  

Courtesy of http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/stella-maris-chaplains-diary-january-to-march-2021/. 

 
From Bishop Mark to the clergy of the diocese: ‘SEA SUNDAY – 11 JULY 2021. This is a day to encourage 

prayer and financial contributions to support the work of Stella Maris and the Apostleship of the Sea both 

nationally and locally. This mandatory second collection is vital for the future of Stella Maris and its support of 

seafarers and fishermen in the UK and around the world.’ 

 
Volunteering 

Despite all of the restrictions imposed upon us during lockdown, there are 

many people who have continued to volunteer their time and expertise to 

support Fr Francis and Deacon Mike to ensure that our services continue 

to be offered as widely as possible. Stewards, Readers, Counters, our 

Flower Group, Jacinta, for providing music/hymns, Cleaners, Food Bank 

volunteers and others have all helped our parish to function throughout these challenging times and we would 

like to offer them all our sincere thanks for everything they do.  

As you know there is really no limit to the ways in which you can help to build back and build up our parish, 

both in difficult times and when the restrictions are finally lifted. Every parish, irrespective of size, location or 

demographics, will always rely heavily on voluntary support across a range of roles. Helping others, either 

individually or as a group, can be a wonderfully rewarding opportunity for us to return the love that Jesus 

shows us in His Sacred Heart and that we celebrate in this month in particular. What better patron and role 

model could our parish have? 

Continuing the volunteering theme, here is the link to our new 

parish website which is nearing the end of the development 

stage and will be going live very soon: https://sacredheart-

whaleybridge.org.uk. Please do take a look and send your 

thoughts to Deacon Mike or Pete Murray using the email 

addresses below. The site aims to meet the needs of parishioners, old and new, and visitors, whether present in 

person or virtually. It is yet another parish community project that will only succeed when parishioners and 

friends of the parish get behind it. You, and all parishioners, will be invited to contribute to the site with 

photographs, news, features, etc via email so please give some thought as to how you can participate and help 

our parish of the Sacred Heart on its latest, exciting journey along the ever-expanding information 

superhighway. Jesus is waiting there too! 
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