
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2021 

A DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR LIFE 

 

Masses this Weekend for Public Attendance (booking essential) and on Zoom 
Saturday 19th June at 6.00pm and 
Sunday, 20th June at 10.00am 
Zoom ID: 4121558063, Password: 
JESUS 
Services Monday to Friday: Mass of the 
Day at 9.30am, Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 3.00pm, Rosary at 9.00pm. 
All of these services are available via the 
Zoom app, joining details as for Sunday 
mass above.   
 

Anniversaries and Special Intentions – Please join us in prayer. 
We pray for Keith Mastin, who has died recently, and all deceased parishioners, relatives and friends, 
especially Anne Josephine Walshe, Michael Barry Hinde, Gertrude Margaret Walshe, May Bissit and 
Michael Francis Healey, whose anniversaries occur this week. ‘Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen.’ 
 
Let us also pray for any parishioners, family members and friends who are sick, either at home, in care homes 
or in hospital. We pray especially for Tony Glynn and family, Jack Walshe, Fr Martin’s great nephew, 
Reuben, his parents and wider family, Anita Murray and Freddie Martin and family. ‘Heal your servants 
Lord who are sick and who put their trust in you. Bring them help and comfort from your holy place. Amen.’  
 
In Ordinary Time, up to September, please pray for the following Special Intentions:  A Deeper 
Understanding Between Christians and Jews; Those Who Suffer Persecution; Oppression and Denial of Human 
Rights; Europe; Human Life and Seafarers.  
 
Throughout June Pope Francis asks us to reflect on the Beauty of Marriage and to pray especially for young 
people preparing for the sacrament as follows: ‘Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage 
with the support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.’ 
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Some thoughts on today’s Gospel: The sweetness of a storm – Mark 4:35-41 
Christ the Lord To grasp the awesome power Christ displays in this 
scene, we need to activate our imagination. Few situations leave men 
so helpless as storms at sea. The Lake of Galilee, where the disciples 
were sailing in this case, is still known for the violence of its squalls, 
which arise and subside rapidly and unpredictably due to its peculiar 
geographical situation. In the midst of these gales, the forces of nature 
unleash their full, terrifying force, and human fragility is nakedly 
exposed. 
St. Mark makes it quite clear that the disciples feared for their lives, 
so we can safely infer that this storm was no minor agitation. That a 

mere word from the Lord reins in nature’s primeval brawn shocks the helpless fishermen even more than the 
stormy lake had frightened them just moments before. They had seen his miracles, they had heard his wisdom, 
they had witnessed his power over the human heart, but to see the most unruly powers that flow through the 
bowels of the universe submit like a well-trained golden retriever – this was a Lordship they had not yet even 
conceived of; this is Christ our Lord. An extract from an article by Fr John Bartunek, LC. For the full text visit 
the website at https://catholicexchange.com/the-sweetness-of-a-storm-mark-435-41. 
 

Celebrations this week – inspirational examples of personal sacrifice and martyrdom against tyranny 
21st June:  St. Aloysius Gonzaga's outstanding quality was his radiant purity and the Church praises this 
perfect innocence with the words, "Thou has made him little less than the angels." He was baptized in the 
womb, because his life was in danger, and he made a vow of chastity at the age of nine. When he was sixteen 
he joined the Society of Jesus and died at the age of twenty-three in 1591 as a result of his devoted nursing of 
the plague-stricken. Patron: AIDS care-givers; AIDS patients; Catholic youth; Jesuit students; relief from 
pestilence; sore eyes; teenagers; young people. Symbols: cross or crucifix; lilies; crown at his feet; 
rosary. Courtesy of catholicculture.org 
 

22nd June: Day of special prayer for those who suffer persecution, oppression and denial of human rights 
St John Fisher was born at Beverley (Yorkshire) in 1469, and died at London on this day in 1535. After a 
distinguished academic career at Cambridge, he was appointed Chancellor of that University and bishop of 
Rochester. He combined diligent pastoral ministry with continuing study and writing, especially in defence of 
Catholic doctrine.  St Thomas More was born in London in 1478, and died there on 6 July 1535. He was an 
Oxford scholar, a noted humanist and apologist, an incorruptible judge and parliamentarian who served as 
Speaker and Lord Chancellor. He was married twice, and a loving father of four. Both were drawn into conflict 
with Henry VIII over his remarriage and ultimately over papal supremacy. Both were imprisoned and beheaded 
for treason. They are remembered for their intellectual acumen, for their devotion to the Church, and for their 
uncompromising integrity and courage.  
 
23 June: Born in Suffolk in the first quarter of the 7th century, St Etheldreda died at Ely in 679. Though twice 
married, she remained a virgin, and in 672 left her second husband, the king of Northumbria, to become a nun. 
The following year she founded a monastery of women and men, which she ruled as abbess, on the site of what 
is now Ely cathedral. She was the most venerated of the women saints of Anglo-Saxon England, renowned for 
her dedication to a life of chastity, and for the austerity of the regime she imposed on herself in her later years. 
Courtesy of lituryoffice.org.uk 



24th June: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist is a Christian feast day 
celebrating the birth of John the Baptist, a prophet who foretold the coming of 
the Messiah in the person of Jesus, and baptized Him.  Christians have 
interpreted the life of John the Baptist as a preparation for the coming of Jesus 
Christ, and the circumstances of his birth, as recorded in the New Testament, 
are miraculous.  The sole biblical account of the birth of John the Baptist comes 
from the Gospel of Luke.  John’s parents Zechariah, a Jewish priest, and 
Elizabeth, were without children and both were beyond the age of childbearing. 
Courtesy of newmanconnection.com 
 

Parish Matters – presenting opportunities for our parish to make a difference locally and globally 
Deacon Mike has arranged for a talk to parishioners after the 10:00am Mass on Sunday, 
11 July, also available on Zoom, by 'Acclimatise Whaley', a local Community Interest 
Company who are committed to sharing resources, learning together, reducing our carbon 
footprint, renewable energy and local food. More details will follow soon but in the 
meantime please visit https://www.acclimatisewhaley.org/ to find out more about a local 
company exploring new ways to improve life for us all in Whaley Bridge! 
 

Special Collection News: Next week there will be a special collection for Peter’s Pence. ‘The offerings of the 
faithful are intended to support the activities of the Holy Father for the whole Universal Church. These 
activities are carried out by the Holy See. The Pope, as Pastor of the universal Church, is concerned both with 
the needs of evangelization (spiritual, educational, justice, communication, political charity, diplomatic activity, 
etc.) and with the material needs of poor dioceses, religious institutes and faithful in serious difficulties (the 
poor, children, the elderly, the marginalized, victims of wars and natural disasters; special aid to Bishops or 
Dioceses in need, Catholic education, aid to refugees and migrants, etc.).’ Courtesy of 
www.obolodisanpietro.va 
 
Diocesan Governor Vacancies: We have a number of vacancies for 
Foundation Governors to represent the Bishop of Shrewsbury at Christ the 
King Catholic and Church of England Primary School, Macclesfield.  This 
is due to a change in the requirements of the Governing Body.  Key 
requirements of Foundation Governors are that they should be practising 
Roman Catholics and that they genuinely believe in the value and importance 
of Catholic education. Is this you? For more information and/or an application 
pack please contact Sue Blackwell, Governance Support Officer, either by 
email: sue.blackwell@dioceseofshrewsbury.org or telephone the Curial Office 
on 0151 652 9855. 
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Pope Francis: Marginalizing the poor threatens ‘the very concept of democracy’ 
Vatican City, Jun 14, 2021 / 05:30 am 

Pope Francis said on Monday that “the very concept of democracy is 
jeopardized” when the poor are marginalized and treated as if they 
are to blame for their condition. In his World Day of the 
Poor message released on June 14, the pope appealed for a new 
global approach to poverty.  “This is a challenge that governments 
and world institutions need to take up with a farsighted social model 
capable of countering the new forms of poverty that are now 
sweeping the world and will decisively affect coming decades,” he 
wrote. “If the poor are marginalized, as if they were to blame for their 
condition, then the very concept of democracy is jeopardized and every social policy will prove bankrupt.” 
 
The theme of this year’s World Day of the Poor is “The poor you will always have with you,” the words of Jesus 
recorded in Mark 14:7 after a woman anointed him with precious ointment. While Judas and others were 
scandalized by the gesture, Jesus accepted it, the pope said, because he saw it as pointing to the anointing of 
his body after his crucifixion.  “Jesus was reminding them that he is the first of the poor, the poorest of the 
poor, because he represents all of them. It was also for the sake of the poor, the lonely, the marginalized and 
the victims of discrimination, that the Son of God accepted the woman’s gesture,” the pope wrote. “With a 
woman’s sensitivity, she alone understood what the Lord was thinking. That nameless woman, meant perhaps 
to represent all those women who down the centuries would be silenced and suffer violence, thus became the 
first of those women who were significantly present at the supreme moments of Christ’s life: his crucifixion, 
death, burial and resurrection.”  
 
The pope continued: “Women, so often discriminated against and excluded from positions of responsibility, are 
seen in the Gospels to play a leading role in the history of revelation.” Jesus then goes on to associate that 
woman with the great mission of evangelization: ‘Amen, I say to you, wherever the Gospel is proclaimed to the 
whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her’ (Mark 14:9).” The pope lamented what he said 
was an increasing tendency to dismiss the poor against the background of the coronavirus crisis. “There 
seems to be a growing notion that the poor are not only responsible for their condition, but that they represent 
an intolerable burden for an economic system focused on the interests of a few privileged groups,” he 
commented. “A market that ignores ethical principles, or picks and chooses from among them, creates 
inhumane conditions for people already in precarious situations. We are now seeing the creation of new traps 
of poverty and exclusion, set by unscrupulous economic and financial actors lacking in a humanitarian sense 
and in social responsibility.” 
 
Looking back to 2020, the year that COVID-19 swept the world, he continued: “Last year we experienced yet 
another scourge that multiplied the numbers of the poor: the pandemic, which continues to affect millions of 
people and, even when it does not bring suffering and death, is nonetheless a portent of poverty. The poor 
have increased disproportionately and, tragically, they will continue to do so in the coming months.” The World 
Bank estimated in October that the pandemic could push as many as 115 million additional people into 
extreme poverty by 2021. It said that it expected global extreme poverty -- defined as living on less than $1.90 
a day -- to rise in 2020 for the first time in more than 20 years. The pope wrote: “Some countries are suffering 
extremely severe consequences from the pandemic, so that the most vulnerable of their people lack basic 
necessities. The long lines in front of soup kitchens are a tangible sign of this deterioration.”  

Courtesy of www.catholicnewsagency.com 


