
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 2021 
SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY FOR PETER’S PENCE 

 
Masses this Weekend for Public Attendance (booking essential) and on Zoom 

Saturday 26th June at 6.00pm and Sunday, 27th June at 10.00am: Zoom ID: 4121558063, Password: JESUS 
Services Monday to Friday: Mass of the Day at 9.30am. The mass on Tuesday 29 June will be for Public 
Attendance (booking essential) to celebrate the Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul. 
Daily Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at 3.00pm and Rosary at 9.00pm.  
All of these services are available via the Zoom app, joining details as for 
Sunday mass above.   
 
Wedding Bells 
There is to be a wedding in our church between Philippa Ann Kershaw and 
Thomas Moore McNulty on 10th July at 2:30pm. We send Philippa and 
Thomas our prayers as they prepare for their very special day and for a 
lifetime of love and happiness together!  
 

Anniversaries and Special Intentions – Please join us in prayer 
We pray for Keith Mastin, who has died recently, and all deceased parishioners, relatives and friends, 
especially Michael Carroll, Patrick Healy, Sarah Imelda Glynn and Michael Francis Whelan, whose 
anniversaries occur this week. ‘Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen.’ 
 

Let us also pray for any parishioners, family members and friends who are sick, 
either at home, in care homes or in hospital. We pray especially for Tony 
Glynn and family, Jack Walshe, Fr Martin’s great nephew, Reuben, his 
parents and wider family, Anita Murray and Freddie Martin and family. 
‘Heal your servants Lord who are sick and who put their trust in you. Bring 
them help and comfort from your holy place. Amen.’  
 

A reminder of our Ordinary Time Special Intentions:  A Deeper Understanding Between Christians and Jews; 
Those Who Suffer Persecution; Oppression and Denial of Human Rights; Europe; Human Life and Seafarers.  
 
Papal Intention for June: To reflect on the Beauty of Marriage and to pray especially for young people 
preparing for the sacrament as follows: ‘Let us pray for young people who are preparing for marriage with the 
support of a Christian community: may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience.’ 
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Some thoughts on today’s Gospel: ‘The God of Life was carefully watching over both of them…’ 
During his life on earth, Jesus revealed the mind of God to us. From him 
we learn that God hates sin but loves the sinner, He hates sickness but He 
loves the sick, He hates death but He loves the dying. In today’s Gospel 
we hear how he responded to the plea of a father who feared for the life of 
his twelve year old daughter. The Evangelist tells us that Jesus cured an 
afflicted woman who had been suffering for exactly the same length of 
time. The God of Life was carefully watching over both of them over that 

twelve year period. Johann Sebastian Bach named one of his Preludes for 
Organ, “God’s time is best”. It always is for all of us. Perhaps you are 

suffering right now - burning with anger at someone who has hurt you, or unable to forgive an old hurt, or you 
are a bit depressed. Talk with the woman who had been in pain for twelve years. Listen to her telling you to 
touch Jesus’ cloak. Imagine doing that. This is not magic but a meeting with Jesus and asking for his help: 
touching God carries its own healing power. Prayer can often feel like touching only the hem of Jesus’ garment, 
but it is authentic when, like the woman, you tell the Lord ‘the whole truth’. In ways that may surprise you ‘the 
truth sets you free’ (John 8:32). Courtesy of sacredspace.ie 
 

Celebrations this week – great examples of faith and courage from Jesus’ day to the reign of Charles 2nd 
27 June:  St Irenaeus was born in Asia Minor around the year 140. It is not known when he came to Gaul. He 
was a priest of the Church of Lyons during the persecution of 177 when St. Pothinus, first bishop of the city and 
the first martyr of Lyons, was put to death. Irenaeus succeeded him as bishop and twenty-five years later was 
martyred in his turn during a fresh persecution. At a time when Gnostic sects threatened to undermine 
Christianity by a perversion of Christian thought, St. Irenaeus vigorously denounced all heresies and 
safeguarded unity of belief by laying down the principles of the doctrinal tradition of the Church. 
29 June: Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul: St Peter suffered martyrdom under Nero, in A.D. 66 or 67. He was 
buried on the hill of the Vatican where recent excavations have revealed his tomb on the very site of the 
Basilica of St. Peter's. St Paul was beheaded in the Via Ostia on the spot where now stands the basilica bearing 
his name. Down the centuries Christian people in their thousands have gone on pilgrimage to the tombs of these 
Apostles. In the second and third centuries the Roman Church already stood pre-eminent by reason of her 
apostolicity, the infallible truth of her teaching and her two great figures, Ss. Peter and Paul. 

Reflection on the Solemnity of Ss Peter and Paul 
We would probably go to confession to Peter sooner than to any of the other apostles. He is perhaps a more 
striking example of the simple fact of holiness. Jesus says to us as he said, in effect, to Peter: “It is not you who 
have chosen me, but I who have chosen you. Peter, it is not human wisdom that makes it possible for you to 
believe, but my Father’s revelation. I, not you, build my Church.” Paul’s experience of the risen Jesus on the 
road to Damascus was the driving force that made him one of the most zealous, dynamic, and courageous 
ambassadors of Christ the Church has ever had. But persecution, humiliation, and weakness became his day-by-
day carrying of the cross, material for further transformation. The dying Christ was in him; the living Christ 
was his life. Courtesy of www.franciscanmedia.org 
30 June: This memorial is in honour of the nameless followers of Christ brutally killed by the mad Emperor 
Nero as scapegoats for the fire in Rome.  
1 July: St Oliver Plunkett was born in Co. Meath in 1625, and died at Tyburn in 1681. Ordained in Rome in 
1654, he was professor at the College of Propaganda Fide till 1669, when he was appointed archbishop of 
Armagh. He held synods and visitations and promoted the reforms initiated by the Council of Trent. Imprisoned 
in Dublin in 1679, he was tried, condemned and executed in London, the final victim of the 'Popish Plot' and 
the last person to be executed for the faith in England. He is remembered for his pastoral zeal and for the 
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friendly relations he established with those who did not share the Catholic faith. His body rests at Downside 
Abbey, his head at Drogheda. Courtesy of the liturgyoffice.org.uk 
3 July: St Thomas, the disciple who at first did not believe, has become for the Church one of the first 
witnesses to her faith. She is fond of appealing to his testimony and frequently puts in our mouths those simple 
words whereby he expressed the fervour of his regained faith: "My Lord and my God." It is known that St. 
Thomas preached the Gospel in Asia beyond the frontiers of the Roman Empire, probably in Persia and 
possibly as far afield as India. The above courtesy of catholicculture.org except as stated. 
 

Parish Matters- Responding to Proposed Public Safety Measures and Changes to Note 
An important communication from Deacon Mike 

The Government is currently consulting on Protect Duty 
proposals which, if enacted, would place duty on all those 
responsible for publicly accessible space with a capacity of 
100 people or more to take appropriate protective security 
measures to protect the public from terrorist threat with civil 
penalties for those organisations in breach. This would be 

especially onerous for parishes to implement and we as parishioners are encouraged to respond to the 
consultation using the link https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/protect-duty. 
A message from the Bishop’s Conference reads as follows: ‘Some of you may already be aware of the current 
Protect Duty consultation run by the Home Office which closes on the 2nd of July. The proposals would place a 
duty on all those responsible for publicly accessible space to take appropriate protective security measures to 
protect the public from terrorist threat. The proposed Protect Duty would make it a requirement of operators of 
public space with a capacity above a certain number (100 is being proposed) to have a counter terrorism policy 
in place, train staff and so on. There would be a civil penalty for non-compliance. As you are all too aware, 
many of our churches will meet this capacity threshold on a regular basis. We are concerned the onerous 
requirements that could be forced onto congregations will have a very negative impact and be difficult to meet. 
We are concerned that churches will be caught by this new legislation in a way that was not intended, and that 
this needs to be recognised by the Home Office and the proposals in respect of churches reconsidered. The 
intention of the proposed duty (to protect the public) is sound. However its delivery, with enforcement, will be 
another potential disincentive to volunteers in churches. A system of advice, with a duty on, for example, the 
local authority to encourage engagement, might be an alternative route to similar levels of protection, without 
fear of prosecution. You are encouraged to respond to this consultation individually through dioceses, and 
where appropriate on a parish level. It is not necessary for you to answer every question, so even if you feel you 
can only respond partially, your views on this are still very important.’ 

 
Changes to Note 

Acclimatise Whaley: The talk planned for parishioners after the 10:00am Mass on Sunday 11 July by 
'Acclimatise Whaley' has now been postponed for a potentially more inclusive date in the future.  
 
CAFOD Coffee Mornings: We’re taking a summer break from our fundraiser get-togethers, with the firm hope 
that when we resume it will be to meet up in person once again after our Sunday mass. Let’s add that to our 
prayer intentions! 
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